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Ibrahim Giirbiiz - Head
Celal Temel - Head Assistant
isak Tepe - Member

Ismail Besikci - Member
Rusen Arslan - Member

Members of Board of Auditing
Celal Temel
Ibrahim Giirbiiz

Members of the Board of Directors
Miikrime Tepe — Head

Hasan Alic1 - Head Assistant

Nilgiin Sevim Emiroglu — Accountant
Omer Faruk Yekdes - Member

Tufan Siinbiil - Member



- 31.12.28280

@81.81.2@19

—
(=4
(=]
o
[i1]
(=4
-
<C
=2
=
=
<<
=
(=]
—
<
(=]
—4
=]
(=]
[T
(]
=
ur
[T7]
[==]
-
<C
=
1]

Reserve Members of the Board of
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INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT

PROGRAM ON SUPPORT TO RIGHTS

Supports to Rights Enterprise Support Program for Human
Rights is carried out within the grant Project funded by the EU
Turkey Delegation and run by the Memory Centre and Heinrich
Boll Stiftung as a sub-grant application as “Strengthening Human
Rights and Improving the Durability: Support Mechanism of Hu-
man Rights in Turkey”.

It was primarily aimed to improve the institutional and organi-
zational capacity of the foundation with the support received with-
in the scope of the Support to Rights Program. The training and
support activities of our institution, the protection of freedom of
expression and academic freedom, and the realization of advoca-
cy activities were also accomplished with the contributions of this
program. Efforts have been made to increase the coordination and
organizational capacity to maintain our work and activities more
professionally.

The duration of the Support to Rights Program is 1 year and it
will take place between 1 July 2020 and 30 June 2021. The support
amount is 40.200 Euros. Within the scope of this support, Spring
Academy 2020, Fall Academy 2020, seminar series have been held
and a bilingual Kurdish History magazine web page has been cre-
ated.
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WHO WE ARE

Ismail Besikci Foundation (IBV) is an independent and impartial
non-government organization. It aims to be in a relationship and
cooperation with the institutions, academics and researcher who
work in a wide range of activities in the field of Kurdish studies,
within borders of or outside of Turkey and carries its activities in
this direction.

The Ismail Besikci Foundation works and carries out activities
for the establishment of an academy and autonomous university
culture free from political and ideological pressures, based on the
acceptance that there is a close relationship between the develop-
ment of free scientific thought and democratic freedoms. In this
context, it aims to be an important center for researchers and those
concerned with the subject with its panels, seminars, conferences,
reading groups, academic programs, publications, projects, collab-
orations, and a rich library.
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OLOF PALME CENTER

OLOF PALVE -]
INTERNATIONAL ¥ 2+ |
CENTE

TRt@/

The Olof Palme Centre (OPC) works together with trade unions,
social democratic parties, and non-governmental organizations in
around 30 countries by supporting them. It contributes to the inter-
national work of these organizations for peace, democracy, social
justice, and human rights.

Ismail Besikci Foundation is one of the institutions that Olof
Palme Centre supports for democracy in Turkey. We aim to contrib-
ute to academic freedom in general by monitoring and reporting
academic human rights violations in Turkey within the context of
our Project to Olof Palme Centre. Providing institutional support to
our foundation, Olof Palme Centre supported the digitalization of
our foundation activities, our media research report, and all issues
of the Kurdish History magazine. In addition, the Kurdish Histo-
ry magazine web page was developed with the support of the Olof
Palme Centre. Within the scope of Olof Palme Centre Internation-
al Project, a project partnership was established between Ismail
Besikci Foundation and Socialdemocratic Women of Visterbotten.
The support that started in 2020 will end in 2024. The project budget

is 356.500 SEK per year.
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P RE FAE E Miikrime Tepe, IBV Head of Board of Directors




- 31.12.28280

@81.81.2@19

—
-3
=]
o
1T}
oz
—
<C
o
=
=
<<
=
=]
—_
<t
=]
=
=
=]
T
[}
x
ur
1T}
m
—_
<C
=
un

VValuable friends of Ismail Besikci Foundation (IBV),

As the IBV family, we have been working with increasing enthu-
siasm and excitement since the day we were founded.

The main mission of our foundation is to make room for Kurd-
ish Studies, to support them, to promote and encourage people
who would like to work in this field. While conducting our work,
we aimed to set targets in line with our mission and to implement
activities that support each other in line with these targets. We be-
lieve that continuity and development of the work are possible in
this way.

We have had many studies that were implemented for the first
time, as the studies that were initiated earlier in 2019 and 2020 were
continued. While our panel and seminar programs continued,
we also implemented academic programs aimed at strengthening
Kurdish studies. We organized the Spring Academy (Turkish) and
the Fall Academy (Kurdish) in 2019 and 2020 with the participation
of many academics who are experts in their fields and especially
graduate and doctoral students working in the field of social scienc-
es. We are planning to continue the academy programs in the up-
coming years.

We have been performing our foundation works in Kurdish
(Kurmanci and Kirmancki) and Turkish bilingually. The Fall Acad-
emy program, the Kurdish Literature Reading Group and our
conference titled “Fikirin, Nivisin 1 Wesandina Bi Kurdi: Azmn,
Pirsgirék ile Pésniyar” was all in Kurdish, and a significant part of
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our terrace activities was held in Kurdish too. Kurdish was more
dominant in the work of our Diyarbakir representative office. Also,
our website and social media accounts can be followed in three lan-
guages in Kurdish (Kurmanji, Kirmancki), Turkish and English. As
you can see in this report, our reports are prepared and shared with
the public in three languages: Kurdish, Turkish and English. In the
coming years, we are planning to give more place to Kirmancki in
our studies, especially Ismail Besikci Academy-Kirmancki.

A significant part of the year 2020 has passed under the grip of
restrictions caused by the pandemic that unpredictably affected
the whole world. As the foundation, we quickly tried to adapt our
work to this new situation. Besides, we focused on strengthening
the organizational and technical infrastructure of our foundation.
Many face-to-face activities and programs, which were previously
held at our foundation’s headquarters and Diyarbakir Representa-
tive Office, took place online under pandemic conditions. In 2020,
a significant increase was achieved in our live broadcasts on social
media. These studies enabled us to test our institutional capacity
and ability to act according to changing conditions. Also, it has
been a guide for some of the works we would like to implement in
the future.

A total of 24 representatives from 12 institutions and platforms
- some from their quarantine rooms - attended the Civil Society Ac-
tors (STA) Dialogue Workshop held online at our hosting in 2020.
The workshop participants, which lasted for two days in a friendly
and warm atmosphere, decided to meet every year. We find it valua-
ble that actors working in the field of Kurdish civil society come to-
gether and share their experiences, and we would like to continue
contributing to the continuity and permanence of the works.

As of 2020, we started preparing reports on the violations of
rights in all fields regarding the Kurds, based on data and analy-
sis, which are handled in a scientific and academic framework.
The first of this report is titled “Academic Rights Violations in the
Field of Kurdish Studies at Turkish Universities”. We have shared
this report with international individuals and institutions, - such
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as the UN, the EU, The Grand National Assembly of Turkey, repre-
sentatives of political parties and so on. Another report, which we
prepared regarding the academy was “Academic Violations Media
Screening Report, 2020”. We are planning to include similar reports
in our studies in the upcoming years.

On behalf of the board of directors, I would like to express my
gratitude to everyone who has been with us, participating in our
work and supporting us since the day it was founded.

First of all, our dearest esteemed/honorable Ismail Besikci; we
are proud that our foundation carries your name. The values you
carry with determination and persistence, you are expressing the
truth and your work discipline and courage have been our great-
est guides. We set as an example your dervish like humble person-
ality. We have learned from you that the important thing is to do
every job well and correctly and that sometimes it cannot be com-
promised even if its value is unknown. We believe that society can
improve by adopting scientific methods, having a healthy debate
culture, respecting human values and through people and institu-
tions that are open to criticism. Therefore, each member of the IBV
family always bases on the right method, courtesy and dialogue in
their decision-making process and work.

We would like to express our gratitude to each member of the
Board of Trustees of the Foundation, esteemed Ibrahim Giirbiiz,
Rusen Arslan, Celal Temel and Isak Tepe, for their efforts and con-
tributions in the formation of a democratic, transparent, and ac-
countable foundation which is built on a solid basis. The founda-
tion has flourished by courtesy of their dream, efforts, support, and
courage. They have been with us whenever we needed them, and
they continue to share their experiences and offer their efforts. We
are well aware that the trust and support they provide to our Board
of Directors is very valuable.

We would like to thank our friends who served on the Board of
Directors of the foundation in previous years and those who are still
in the management. We are fortunate to have a management that
has a team spirit and works devotedly. As the Board of Directors,
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we adopt a management approach that aims to improve our future
work through constructive criticism and evaluations. Each member
of the board of directors at times has undertaken the management
of more than one task, further bettered these tasks and was respon-
sible for their execution.

Our friends who work for the foundation, especially our coordi-
nator have provided great efforts in implementing the decisions of
the Board of Directors. They have made great contributions to our
works with their opinions and suggestions. We thank all of them
with much gratitude.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude
to all our individual and corporate donors, volunteers and friends
who have contributed to the foundation’s works. We could not have
continued our work without the necessary financial support and
human resources.

While leaving you alone with the 2019-2020 Activity Report where
you can access all our works; we would like to thank our volunteers,
corporate and individual supporters, stakeholders, and friends and
wish them many years ahead together.

Best regards,






WHAT WE HAVE DONE

4 Academy Program

4 Fairs

13 Seminar

B Conference

2 Report

28 Online Activities

5 Book

24 Panel

4 Talks
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The personal website of our esteemed teacher Ismail Besikci has
been renewed. The personal website, prepared with the contribu-
tions of the volunteers of our foundation, includes Besikci Hoca’s
current biography, as well as his articles, books and news, and is
regularly updated.

Please visit the website at:
»https://ismailbesikci.org

Please find an updated biography of Besikci at:
»https://ismailbesikci.org/biyografi

ismail Besikci is 80 now!

Ismail Besikci is 80 now!
The 7™ of January is the birthday of our foundation as well as the
birthday of our esteemed teacher Ismail Besikci. In 2019, we cele-

brated this special day together with our friends.

i

}F
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1. ISMAIL BESIKCi FOUNDATIDN

RESEARCH LIBRARY

The Ismail Besikci Foundation Research Library was established
with a large collection of works collected by Dr. Ismail Besikci from
the 1950s to the present. The library, which has been formed with
an accumulation of 60 years, was created by collecting the works
brought from different cities through a long process of transpor-
tation within the Ismail Besikci Foundation Research Library in
Istanbul. This collection is composed of over 20 thousand of the
material and it is among the few libraries in the field of the Kurdish
Studies in Turkey.

The place of the Ismail Besikci Foundation Research Library was
donated by Ibrahim Giirbiiz and Aynur Giirbiiz. The interior deco-
ration of the library was designed by Architect Can Tepe by trans-
forming some of Ismail Besikci’s selected books into wallpaper.

The library, which was created with the collection of Dr Ismail
Besikci and started service in 2011, continues to develop in the
field of Kurdish Studies with works and resources in print and dig-
ital, in different languages. More than 20 thousand resources are
defined in various categories in the library. These categories are
social sciences, history, geography, literature, religion, philosophy -
psychology, language and linguistics, natural sciences - mathemat-
ics, technology, arts and gifts, and there are resources in about 12
languages. These resources are available in Turkish, Kurdish (Kur-
manji, Zazaki), English, French, German, Ottoman, Greek, Persian,
Arabic and Armenian. In addition, the works in the library have
been organized by creating subject titles in Kurdish-Turkish-Eng-
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lish languages. In the library works written in different languages
on social sciences and literature stand out.

The LIBRID automation system is used in the library and the re-
sources are offered to the users according to the Dewey Decimal-
Classification system and open shelf application. The library con-
sists of two floors, with books on the ground floor and periodicals
on the upper floor. There are three collective and three individual
desks for the guests to use. In addition, there is a computer for the
use of library visitors and for scanning the collection transferred
to the website. A membership system is created for the users who
come to the library.

The Ismail Besikci Foundation Research Library aims to provide
a suitable working and research environment for everyone who
studies or would like to study in the field of social sciences. It is
aimed to develop the library continuously by following innovations
in the field of librarianship and information technologies. One of
the major examples of this was the Library Automation System ac-
quired in 2019. With the training received, an automation system
was established and OPAC, cataloguing, circulation, management,
reporting, database maintenance/backup, authority control, Z39.50
protocol, DKYM module and data transfer software applications
were started to be used within the framework of this automation.
By installing an automation system, cataloguing was completed
and access to the library was easier. In this way, archive documents
have become accessible after digitalizing them.

With the automation system established in 2019, library users
were enabled to scan collections remotely and all resources were

made available for online browsing and scanning at:
»https://www.ismailbesikcivakfi.org/kiitiiphane

Except for the adverse conditions and restrictions due to pan-
demic, Besikci Foundation Library is open every day between 09.30
am - 06.00 pm, except for official holidays, Sunday and Monday.



- 31.12.28280

@81.81.2@19

—
-3
=]
o
1T}
oz
—
<C
o
=
=
<T
=
=]
—_
<
=]
=
=
=]
T
[}
=
U
1T}
m
—_
<C
=
un

Material Type

55 Bulletin 1822 Newspaper

6886 Magazine
12 474 Book
486 Reference
14 Thesis
« Newspaper ® OutofBook Magazine * Letter @ Reference
@ Dictionary Thesis @ Book @ Bulletin

LIBRARY COLLECTION

» 12.474 books

» 800 different magazines

» Nearly 3000 hardback gazettes consisting of 92 different gazettes

» My Child’s Koran Alphabets (1927 - Helal Printing House)

» History of the Month Monthly Magazine 1339 - No: 033

» History of the Month Monthly Magazine 1341 - No: 14

» History of the Month Monthly Magazine 1341 - No: 15

» Treaty of Lausanne 1922-1923 The Magazine on Discussions in the
Conference First Set Volume 1 of 1924-1341

» Treaty of Lausanne 1922-1923 The Magazine on Discussions in the
Conference First Set Volume: 21340

» Treaty of Lausanne 1922-1923 The Magazine on Discussions in the
Conference Volume: 1 1924-1340

» Treaty of Lausanne 1922-1923 The Magazine on Discussions in the
Conference First Set Volume: 2 1924-1340

» Treaty of Lausanne 1922-1923 The Magazine on Discussions in the
Conference First Set Volume: 3 1924-1340

» Treaty of Lausanne 1922-1923 The Magazine on Discussions in the
Conference First Set Volume: 4 1924-1340

» Menniskas Geograpi Forsok till popular framstallning afden his-
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toriska geographien, efter Carl Ritters Method af Fr. De Rougemont
Stockholm Zach’arias heeggestrom / 1846

» PPoliticial Sciences Faculty Magazine

» Istanbul University Faculty of Economy Magazine

» Ankara University Law Faculty Magazine

» Istanbul University Law Faculty Magazine

» Faculty of Language and History Geography Magazine
» Thelogy Faculty Magazine

» Turkish History Institution Belleten

» Turkish History Institution Yearbooks

» Turkish History Institution Publications

» History Institute Magazine

» Antropology Faculty Magazine

DIYARBAKIR CANiP YILDIRIM LIBRARY

Canip Yildirim Library is the representative library of Ismail
Besikci Foundation Research Library in Diyarbakir. It was founded
with the donation of Sahap Yildirim, son of Canip Yildirim to the
Foundation, consisting of a collection of nearly 4 thousand books,
magazines, newspaper clippings and some rare works belonging to
Canip Yildirim, who passed away in 2015. The collection was or-
ganized at the Diyarbakir representative office and opened to the

service of researchers as Canip Yildirim Library on May 26, 2018.
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2. KURDISH HISTORY MAGAZINE

Kurdish History magazine started its publication in 2012. Since
the 28th issue in 2017, it is being published by the ismail Besikci
Foundation by preserving the current editorial board and team.
Published quarterly, Kurdish History magazine continued to be
published uninterruptedly in 2019 and 2020.

The 35th, 36th, 37th and 38th issues of Kurdish History magazine
were published in 2019; 39th, 40th, 41st and 42nd numbers of them
met with its readers in 2020. Our foundation, which presented the
38th and 39th issues to all concerned online and free of charge in
April 2020, digitalized all issues in November 2020 and offered them
for sale in e-magazine format.

Kurdish History website:

» https://kurttarihidergisi.com

Kurdish History Magazine All Issues:

» https://kurttarihidergisi.com/tum-sayilarimiz

Kurdish History Magazine Index:

» https://kurttarihidergisi.com/files/upload/files/KTD-IN- DEKS.

pdf
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Kurt Tarihi DERGISI
CANLI YAYIN SERISI

| SRR S W 7S, S -

Konu: 40. Saywyt Cikarirken
Kirt Tarihi Dergisi

9 Haziran Salh / Saat: 21:00

Konuk: - Moderatdr:
Mesut Yegen AT Omer F. Yekdes
BESiRCH -

LEIES

Kiirt Tarihi DERGISI
CANLI YAYIN SERISI ™
Konu: > ‘
Modernizm, Travma ve Etik:
Sinemanin Diyarbakwr Hali

21 Temmuz 2020 Salh, Saat: 21:00 ‘

Moderator: f Konuk:
Bahar Simgek Ko Ali Kemal Cinar

By INd

krikd

KURDISH HISTORY LIVE BROADCAST SERIES

“Kurdish History Live Broadcast Series” started broadcasting
with a special program for the 40th issue of Kurdish History in the
pandemic during which it was not possible to come together phys-
ically. The first live broadcast, moderated by Omer Faruk Yekdes,
was held on June 9, 2020, with the title of “Kurdish History Journal
on the 40th issue”.

The live broadcast series was conducted jointly by the social me-
dia accounts of both the Ismail Besikci Foundation and the Kurdish
History magazine. 13 live broadcasts were held on Tuesdays and
Fridays between 9 June - 13 October 2020, with a large number of
guests with different topics and titles. All live broadcast recordings
can be watched on the Ismail Besikci Foundation YouTube channel.



81.@81.2@19 - 31.12.20:28

—
(-5
=]
o
(V5 )
o=z
—
<T
=
=
=
<
=
=]
—
<T
(=]
=
=]
=]
[V
wJ
~
ur
[¥E)
m
—
<T
=
un

PROGRAM
“In the 40th Issue Kurdish History Magazine” (June 9, 2020)

Guest: Mesut Yegen — Moderator: Omer Faruk Yekdes

“Falsifications on Kurdish Identity of Bediiizzaman”
(June 16, 2020)
Guest: Ekrem Malbat - Moderator: Bahadin Akhan

“Seyh Ubeydullah Riots” (June 30, 2020)
Guest: Sabri Ates - Moderator: Alisan Akpinar

“Mevlanzade Rifad and its Era” (July 7, 2020)
Guest: Murat Iss1 - Moderator: Tahir Baykusak

“Modernism, Trauma and Ethics: The Diyarbakir State of Cine-
ma” (July 21, 2020)

Guest: Ali Kemal Cinar - Moderator: Bahar Simsek

‘A Method on Kurdish Historiography: Potentials of Social His-
tory Approaches” (11 August 2020)
Guest: Nilay Ozok Giindogan - Moderator: Umit Kurt

“Kurdistan ve Establishment of Kurdistan State in the First part
of the 19th Century” (August 25, 2020)
Guest: Alisan Akpinar - Moderator: Serhat Bozkurt

“Central Antolian Kurds: History, Politics, Culture” (1st of Sep-
tember 2020)

Guest: Hac1 Cevik - Moderator: Adem Ozgiir

“Lifetime Short Effect Great Kurdish Organization- DDKO”
(18 September 2020)

Guest: Rusen Arslan - Moderator: Celal Temel

“1979 - 1991 Era in Kurdish History” (22 September 2020)

Guest: Hamit Bozarslan - Moderator: Adnan Gelik
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“The Formation of the Ottoman - Iranian Border”
(25 September 2020)
Guest: Sabri Ates - Moderator: Alisan Akpinar

“The End of the Kurdish Principalities and Its Long-Term Con-
sequences” (2 October 2020)

Guest: Sabri Ates - Moderator: Alisan Akpinar

“Experience ‘68 of Kurds in Turkey” (13 October 2020)

Guest: Azad Zana Giindogan - Moderator: Tuncay Sur
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j. ACADEMY PROGRAMS

Ismail Besikci Foundation, we began to organize “Academy Pro-
grams” in 2019, upon reduction of Kurdish studies, restrictions on
the freedom of academics and many activities in the academy in
Turkey to provide a modest contribution to this area. The basis of
these programs was formed by aiming to provide a suitable envi-
ronment for academics who are concerned about their studies in
this field, to encourage relevant students to carry out their studies,
and to bring together academics and academic candidates working
in this field.

The Academy Programs take place in two semesters each year
as Spring Academy and Fall Academy. The most distinctive feature
that distinguishes these two academy programs from each other is
that the Spring Academy is held in Turkish, and the Fall Academy
is in Kurdish (Kurmanji). In addition, the names of the Academy
Programs were changed in 2020 and their announcement was made
as “Ismail Besikci Academy Spring” and “Ismail Besikci Academy
Fall”. However, all Academy Programs were held free of charge. As
the Foundation we plan to continue this policy.

Undergraduate and graduate students participating in the Spring
Academy and Fall Academy, which attract a lot of attention, are in-
cluded in the activities of the foundation to ensure the continuity in
academic activities and to continue the relations established by the
beneficiaries, and they undertake tasks such as moderator in the
events organized. As Ismail Besikci Foundation, by this means, we
provide the sustainable and permanent network connection that
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we focus on to a large extent. To ensure the permanence of this
connection, the students participating in the Academy Programs
are included in the “Besikci Alumni” mail group as it is aimed to
protect and maintain their ties with the foundation.

Although we wished to carry out similar programs in Istanbul
and Diyarbakir following two successful programs in 2019, we had
to make the 2020 Academy Programs online due to the pandemic.
By considering the developments, the program of “Ismail Besikci
Spring Academy” started online on 3 October 2020.

SPRING ACADEMY 2019

“Spring Academy 2019”, the first of the Academy Programs
planned to be held every year as of 2019, took place at the venue of
the Ismail Besikci Foundation in Beyoglu, between 2.00 pm- 5.00
pm on Saturdays between 14th of March - 25th of April 2019, with
the support of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung.

Masters from many disciplines took part in the 7-week program.
The program, which includes many topics such as history, cultural
heritage, linguistics, sociology, urban studies and feminism, also
provided a comprehensive basic knowledge to students studying or
wishing to study in the field of Kurdish Studies.

The language of the program, attendance is required from the
participants, is Turkish. 112 students applied to the program, in
which only undergraduate and graduate students participated. 30
students were admitted to the program, paying attention to a heter-
ogeneous distribution, based on various criteria. Of these students,
10 were undergraduate, 14 were graduate and 6 were PhD students.

The program with high participation has been very productive.
An evaluation meeting was held with the participating students at
the end of the program and at the end of this evaluation meeting,
the participants who met the necessary conditions were presented
with “participation certificates” by Ismail Besikci.

In addition, the “Kurdish Studies Spring Academy - 1” book,
which is the product of the “Spring Academy 2019” program, was
published in pdf format on the foundation’s website in mid-2020.
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SPRING ACADEMY 2019 PROGRAM

(14 MARCH 2019 - 24 APRIL 2019 / SATURDAY 14.00 - 17.00)

1. Kurds at the Begining of the Century (16" of March 2019)
Alisan Akpinar / The Kurdish Intellectual in the Ottoman Empire
at the Beginning of the Twentieth Century (1850-1908)

Rohat Alakom / The Association of Kurdish Women in its 100" An-
niversary (1919)

2- Lost Voices and Memory ve Hafiza (23 March 2019)

Zeyneb Yas / Music Studies, Women and Memory Spaces in Cultur-
al Heritage

Hanifi Baris / State, Collective Memory and Boundaries Through
the Eyes of Dengbéj

3- Principalities and Madrasas (30 March 2019)

Yusuf Baluken / Hasankeyf Ayyubids: Melikan Principality (1232-
1462)

Kadri Yildirim / Classical Kurdish Principality Madrasas in All As-
pects

4- Language from Past to Present (6 April 2019

Ergin Opengin / / Historical Development of Kurdish and Polish
Classification

Mehemed Malmisanij / / Kirmancki (Zazaki) and Its Problems

5- City, Class, Identity (13 April 2019)

Giillistan Yarkin / Kurdish Hosting in Istanbul as an Anti-Racist
Practice

Polat S. Alpman / The Economic-Political Value of Identity and So-
cio-Political Memory

6- Feminism and Belief (20 April 2019)

Fahriye Adsay / The Feminist Defense of Nationalism

Shahab Vali / Yarsan Kurds: History and Mythology

7- Kurdish Question or Is There a Way Qut? (27 April 2019

Cuma Cicek / Process: Kurdish Conflict and Search for a Solution

Mesut Yegen / The Kurdish Question and the Exit in State Discourse
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FALL ACADEMY 2019

Fall Academy, the second academy program of 2019, started its
lessons in Kurdish on the 9th of November 2019. Unlike the Spring
Academy, it was determined as a prerequisite for undergraduate
and graduate students who applied to this program to read and
write Kurdish very well. Some students who completed the Spring
Academy with success and were good at reading and writing in
Kurdish participated in this program.

In direct proportion to the language of instruction of the pro-
gram, the program concentrated more on lessons related to Kurd-
ish. The program, which was prepared by focusing on Kurdish
identity and language and attended by expert academics, also ena-
bled the participating students to have lessons in a critical debate
in Kurdish.

53 students applied to the program where only undergraduate
and graduate students were accepted, and 30 of these students were
accepted to the program. The program took place at our foundation
building in Beyoglu between the hours of 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm every
Saturday between the 9th of November and 28th of December 2019.
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FALL ACADEMY 2019 PROGRAM

(9 NOVEMBER 2019 - 28 DECEMBER 2019 / SATURDAY

2,00 pm - 5.00 pm)

1. Standardizasyon i Netewebiin (9 November 2019)

Mikail Bilbil / “Standardizasyon {i Rewsa Zimané Kurdi” (Stand-
ardization and the Status of the Kurdish Language)

2. Baweri ii Jinén Helbestvan (16 November 2019)

Sevda Orak Resitoglu / “Baweriya Yarsanan i Jinén Helbestvanén
Yarsani” (Yarsani Faith and Yarsani Women Poets)

3. Arsivén Farisi @i Kurd (23 November 2019)

Esmail Shams / “Sedsala 19an i Destpéka 20an: Arsiv it
Cavkaniyén Farisi Li Ser Kurd {i Kurdistané” (In the 19" and

Early 20th Centuries: Kurds and Kurdistan in Persian Archives and
Sources)

4. Helbest it Netewe (30 November 2019)

Zulkaf Erglin / “Helbesta Kurdi @t Neteweperweri” (Kurdish Poetry
and Nationalism)

5. Perwerdehi it Nasname (7 December 2019)

Nurettin Beltekin / "Bi Réya Perwerdehiyé insakirina Neteweyé @
Nasnameya Kurdi" (Nation and Identity Building through Educa-
tion)

6. Rola Rexneyé (14 December 2019)

Ramazan Alan / “Rexne, Wek Naverokeka Niijeniyé” ” (Criticism as
a Tool of Modernization)

7. Netewesaziya Kurdan (21 December 2019)

Tahir Baykusak / “Di Destpéka Sedsala 20an De Netewesaziya Kur-
dan” (Kurdish Nationalization at the Beginning of the 20 Century)
8. Sinema ii Nasname (28 December 2019)

Yilmaz Ozdil / “Di Sinemaya Kurdi De Avakirina Nasnameyé”

(Identity Building in Kurdish Cinema)
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ISMAIL BESIKCi ACADEMY SPRING 2020

The Spring Academy, which was planned to be held for the sec-
ond time at the Ismail Besikci Foundation, had to be postponed for
a long time due to the pandemic obstacle and its effect all over the
world. The academy, which is planned to be held face to face in
2020, was announced online in September as a result of the evalua-
tion of the current conditions.

The academy, whose application results were announced on
September 26, 2020, and lasted nine weeks between October 3rd
and November 28th, 2020, was held online on the Zoom platform
every Saturday between 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm.

Kiibra Sagir was the program coordinator of the academy sup-
ported by the Support to Rights Program. The applications of 66
students out of 227 who applied to the academy program, which
was prepared to strengthen the academic abilities of the students
who are actively receiving undergraduate, graduate and doctoral
education and aiming to continue their education in the field of
Kurdish studies in the future, were resulted positive. By establish-
ing e-mail and WhatsApp groups for communication with the par-
ticipants whose applications have been accepted; an acquaintance
meeting was held with academics, participants, members of the
Board of Trustees of IBV and members of the Board of Directors of
the IBV on September 1, 2020, before the classes started.

For student attendance, at least 7 out of 9 courses was compul-
sory for the academy, which took place in the format of a lecture
series. Due to unexcused absences, 54 participants completed the
program with success.

The biography and an academic study of the academics who will
make a presentation were shared with the students before the les-
son every week in the mail group by the program coordinator, and
it was provided that the students were ready for the lesson. The lec-
tures, which lasted an average of 3 hours, took place as a presenta-
tion of the academics in the first half and as a question-and-answer
session with the participants in the second half.
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Students participating in the evaluation meeting held on 28 No-
vember 2020 specifically stated that they would like to keep in touch
with Ismail Besikci Foundation and participate in future programs.
As the foundation, we have once again observed through this meet-
ing that the academy was completed with success.






81.81.2@19 - 31.12.2020

—
-3
=]
o
1T}
oz
—
<C
o
=
=
<T
=
=]
—_
<
=]
=
=
=]
T
[}
x
ur
1T}
m
—_
<C
=
un

ISMAIL BESIKCi ACADEMY SPRING
2020 PROGRAM

(3 SEPTEMBER 2020 - 28 NOVEMBER 2020 / SATURDAY
2,00 pm - 5.00 pm)

Program Coordinator: Kiibra Sagir

1. Week (3 October 2020)

Biilent Bilmez / “Discourse, Ethics, Methodology and the Issue of
Resources in Dersim Genocide Studies in the Case of the Birdro
Massacre (17 August 1937) against the Seyit Riza Family”

2. Week (10 October 2020)

Erdem Yoriik / “Classes, Social Policies and the Kurdish Question
in Turkey”

3. Week (17 October 2020)

Ruken Sengiil / “The Sexual Establishment of State Sovereignty:
Other Bodies on the Kurdish Border”

4. Week (24 October 2020)

Pinar Ding / “Dersim 1938: Staggering, Memory and Struggle”
5. Week (31 October 2020)

Seda Altug / “Dispossession and Kurdishness in Syria: Land,
Property, State"

6. Week (7 November 2020)

Biilent Kiiclik / “Affect, Ideology, and the Struggle for Power: A
Conceptual Discussion”

7. Week (14 November 2020)

Ugur B. Bayraktar / “From Autonomous to Private: Homeland-
Hearths, Politics and Property in Diyarbakir, 1830-1870”

8. Week (21 November 2020)

Metin Atmaca / “Kurds and Kurdistan in World History”

9, Week (28 November 2020)

Sabri Ates / “19't Century Kurdistan Between Ottoman and Iran”




ISMAIL BESIiKCi ACADEMY FALL 2020

Ismail Besikci Academy Fall 2020, which is the last of the aca-
demic programs prepared to bring experience and knowledge in
the field of Kurdish studies to young academics, researchers and
students, was announced in November 2020 as a part of the Spring
Academy. The academy, where applications were received until De-
cember 9, started with M. Serif Derince’s lecture on December 12,
2020.

As an institution that produces knowledge in the field of Kurd-
ish studies with its academy programs and aims to disseminate it
among the broad segments of the society, we organized the Ismail
Besikci Academy Fall 2020 program online between 12 December
2020 - 23 January 2021 to continue education in Kurdish. As always,
the training, which takes place every Saturday from 2.00 pm to 5.00

pm, was completed at the end of seven weeks. Cumhur Olmez was

- 31.12.28280

the program coordinator of the academy supported by the Support
to Rights Program. 55 students were accepted to the program where
115 students applied. Continuing 50 students were entitled to re-

ceive a certificate for participation.

81.81.2@19

The biography and an academic study of the academic who will
make a presentation were shared with the students via the e-mail
group before the lesson every week during the education by the

program coordinator, and the students were prepared for the les-

son.
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ISMAIL BESIiKCi ACADEMY FALL 2020
PROGRAM

(12 DECEMBER 2020 - 23 JANUARY 2021 / SATURDAY

2.00 pm - 5.00 pm)

Program Coordinator: Cumhur Olmez

1. Week (12 December 2020)

M. Serif Derince / Modelén Perwerdehiya Pirzimani ii Rewsa li
Tirkiyeyé ji bo Kurdi

(Multilingual Education Models and the state of Kurdish in Turkey)
2. Week (19 December 2020)

Selda Araz / Analiza Dersén Hilbijarti: Hin Tecriibe @i Pesniyar
jibo Perwerdeyiya Zimané Kurdi (Analysis of Elective Courses:
Some Experience and Suggestions for Kurdish Language Educa-
tion)

3. Week (26 December 2020)

Sehmus Kurt / Tecriibeya Enstituyén Zimanén Zindi Li Tirkiyeyé:
Minaka Zaningeha Mardin Artukluyé (The Experience of the In-
stitute of Living Languages in Turkey: Example of Mardin Artuklu
University)

4. Week (02 January 2021)

Hewa Salam Khalid / Tecriibeya Perwerdehiya Kurdi li Basiir
(Kurdish Education Experience in the South)

5. Week (09 January 2021)

Nurettin Beltekin / Ji Aliyé Felsefeya Perwerdehi ve Perwerdehiya
Kurdi (Education in Kurdish from the Perspective of Education
Philosophy)

6. Week (16 January 2021)

Ronya Bewran / Analiza Pirtiikén Dersan én bi Kirmancki/Zazaki
(Analysis of Zazaki Textbooks)

7. Week (23 January 2021)

Ronayi Onen / Hinkirina Zimén weki Perceyeke Aktivizma Zimén;
Tecriibeya TZP- Kurdi @ Pirtiika Hinkeré (Language Education as
Part of Language Activism: TZP Kurdi and the Hinkar Book Experi-

ence)
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4. ISMAIL BESIKCI FOUNDATION

(IBV)PUBLICATIONS

Ismail Besikci Foundation (IBV) Publications started its publish-
ing life in 2013 by publishing 16 books of Ismail Besikci that were
out of print. In this way, Besikci’s out of print works met with a
wide audience. Besides, collective work is carried out with Ripel
Publishing House for translations into German, French, English,
Kurmanci, Kirmancki and Sorani for Besikci>s books to meet with
more readers,

IBV Publications mainly publish in four groups. While all the
works of Ismail Besikci are at the top of these, other groups are
Turkish and Kurdish works and conference papers in the field of
Kurdish studies.

Between 2019 and 2020, four more works were brought to the
publishing world by IBV Publications. In addition, the second edi-
tion of the work was published. These works are listed in order of
publication date as follows:

» The Kurdish Deportation of 1916 during the World War: and
the Settlement and Population Policies of the Committee of Union
and Progress - Celal Temel / September 2019

» Kurdish Studies Spring Academy 1 - Collective / June 2020

» DDKO: Short Life Impact Great Kurdish Organization: Revolu-
tionary Eastern Culture Centres - Rusen Arslan / September 2020

» Unarmed struggle of Kurds in Turkey 25 Years Before 1984-
Celal Temel / October 2020 (2™ edition)

» Agirl: Erdnigariya Kurdistané I (Hardcover) - Abdurrahman
Onen / November 2020
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IBV Publications is planning to continue its publishing activities
in 2021 by publishing new works and new editions of the books that
are out of print.

IBV Publications is planning to continue its publishing activities
in 2021 by publishing new works and new editions of the books that
are out of print.

iIBV PUBLICATIONS
BOOK LAUNCH
(2019 - 2020)

KURT TEHCiRi The Kurdish Deportation Of

VI ITTIHAT-TERAKKININ. 1916 in The Years Of The First
ISKAN VI NO!’US r%mmm

World War And The Settlement
And Population Policies Of The
Committee Of Union And Pro-
gress (1913-1918) / Celal Temel

“During the First World War,
nearly one million Muslim peo-
ple, most of them are Kurds liv-
ing in the provinces of Erzurum,
Bitlis and Van, which includes 13 provinces with its current admin-
istrative structure, migrated due to the Russian occupation and be-
came refugees.

The Union and Progress Government of the time turned this im-
migration into forced migration / relocation and sent the migration
groups to Anatolia for a secret policy and rebellious migration. In
this death journey, where great tragedies were experienced, more
than half of these people lost their lives due to migration condi-
tions, hunger and epidemic diseases, according to official data,
some of them perished in Anatolia, and a few of them were able to
return to their homelands after the war. Although this deportation,
which took place in 1915-1917, mostly in 1916 was a great tragedy, it
is not known. The reasons for the Kurds to be left alone during this
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process and for this deportation not to be known are such as the
political weakness of Kurds and them having no institutional struc-
ture, and their lack of internal and external support and having a
different religion from the Western imperialist powers and being
infected with the Armenian deportation that took place a year ago.
In this book, the effects of the First World War on the Kurds and 1916
Great Kurdish Deportation as a result of the settlement and popu-
lation engineering policies of the Union and Progress governments
in this period, were investigated with a large archive scanning and
supported and evaluated by some oral historical narratives.

Kurdish Studies Spring Academy - 1

The Spring Academy program, which lasted 7 weeks and was
conducted in Turkish, was implemented between March and April
2019 at the Ismail Besikci Foundation (IBV-Istanbul). It brought to-
gether 14 Academics / researchers who work in the field of Kurdish

Studies and 30 undergradu-

KURT ate, postgraduate and doc-

CALISMALARI toral students who plan to

BAHAR AXADEMISH work in this field. On this

basis, academics/research-
ers who worked on lan-
guage, history, literature,
religion and politics, met
with the students within the
framework of the Spring
Academy Program and
they had the opportunity to
share their experiences as
well as to discuss with them
by sharing their work. Pres-
entations at the Academy:
“Kurds at the beginning of the Century”, “Lost Voices and Memory”,
“Principalities and Madrasas”, “Language from Past to Present”,
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“City, Class and Identity”, “Feminism and Belief”, “Kurdish Ques-
tion or Is There a Way Out?” carried out within the framework of
themes. This book in your hand has been prepared for publication
as a result of the academy. The articles in the book cover some of
the studies presented at the Spring Academy.

We hope that this book will be a resource for those who are in-
terested in Kurdish Studies and would like to work on this subject
and it will lead to contribute to new questions about the field and
a better understanding different of perspectives. (Back cover text)

Short-Life Effect Great Kurdish Organization / Revolutionary
Eastern Cultural Centers / Rusen Arslan

This book provides enlightening contributions to the establish-
ment skill and financial possibilities of a practice that took place
within the left political sphere of the 1960s and 1970s and aims to
reach different Kurdish circles and actors in the locales in a short
time by expanding its leftwing. In this study, Rusen Arslan describes
the founders of the DDKOs, their processes with the Turkish left, as
well as individuals from different Kurdish circles with whom they

communicate and exchange

W ideas in daily life without wor-

W rying about making them "polit-

QCAK )
ical heroes". The research mate-
rial on which the book is based
consists of documents, life sto-

ries, and interviews with living

RUSEN ARSLAN

witnesses. Quite important in-
sights of this kind in the book
and texts are included. The
book succeeds in presenting the
political construction of
Kurdishness and its searches
in a simple way without falling
into the troubles of great narra-
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tives within the framework of its subject.
Prof. Dr Besime Sen

It is very meaningful that DDKO has been handled in its histori-
cal context and especially the connection was established between
the Kurdish Teaviin and Terakki Society and DDKO.

The discussions that took place during the foundation of DDKO
are of historical importance. It was very important that these dis-
cussions, which I did not come across in other sources, are includ-
ed in the book. The fact that most of the information in the book is
based on documents also makes the book valuable.

I found out from this book and disappointed that Behice Boran
had commented on the feelings and thoughts expressed in the East-
ern Meetings as bourgeois nationalism and she wished to give up
supporting the rallies.

Dr ismail Besikci

Thank you for sharing this important book on DDKO with me. I
would like to especially state that I have read your book with great
interest. Needless to say, I learned a lot from the book not only
about our recent history but also about the history of the Kurds in
general. This book was prepared meticulously, details not neglect-
ed, simple, understandable and full of valuable lessons. Thank you
very much for all your hard work.

Prof. Dr Siikrii Aslan

DDKO e-book link:

»https://play.google.com/store/books/details/
Ru%C5%9Fen_Arslan_%C3%96MR%C3%9C_KISA_ET-
K%C4%B0S%C4%BO0O_B%WC3%9CY%C3%9CK_K% -
C3%9CRT_%C3%96RG%C3%9CTLENM?id=YcCkQEAAAQBA]J

Unarmed Struggle of The Kurds in Turkey 25 Years Before
1984 / Celal Temel
Celal Temel, with his book of UNARMED STRUGGLE OF THE
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KURDS IN TURKEY 25 YEARS BEFORE 1984, sheds light on the 25
years before the struggle that transformed into an armed struggle
in 1984 in the north of Kurdistan. He brings many events into the
daylight that have remained in the dark or whose historical signif-
icance has not been grasped, on the stage of history again meticu-
lously with his penmanship. In terms of the continuity of history,
it traces back to the previous or the later history when needed. It
is an important foundational book, in terms of the topics and bib-
liography it offers, for those who would like to ascertain the recent
history in depth.
Rusen Arslan (From the first edition)

There are so many points to mention about the book, written
with great effort. Especially while making a brief assessment of the
process we are in, my dear brother Celdl Temel mentions the cus-
tomary approach of the Turkish state to the Kurdish Question as
“having a traditional attitude to present the deadlock as a solution”

and such determination is crucial.

Abdurrahman Demir

The author enriches the

book with the chronology he
added to the end of the book,
and also it provides an ex-

tensive bibliography on the
Kurdish writing tradition.
This study is a resource that
will provide significant con-
tributions to those who like to
understand the unarmed side
of the Kurdish Political Move-
ment as well as those who
want to research this issue.
Prof. Dr Ahmet Ozer



Our author presented his book to the Kurdish people as an im-
portant and as well as valuable reference book in terms of recreat-
ing a memory. This is a must-read book for every Kurd.

Ferhat Sagni¢

An excellent archive book that contains information that cannot
be easily found. The informative book of all times, not just for to-
day.

Sirin Akcay

Erdnigariya Kurdistané - 1 Agiri / Abdurrahman Onen

The geography of

Kurdistan, known for

FRONIGARIYA KURDISTANE - | its  multi-dimensional
wealth, has not been the
subject of enough scien-
tific studies until now.
In particular, Kurdish
geography studies have

81.81.2@19 - 31.12.2020

nearly never been done.
That is why the Kurdish
names of many districts,
| villages, rivers, moun-
tains, rivers, hills and
plateaus are slowly sunk
into oblivion.

The author Onen has
compiled and collected valuable information about Kurdish geog-
raphy with his works for more than a quarter of a century. For a
long time, he has been visiting regions, cities, districts, villages and
hamlets, researching and recording detailed geographical informa-
tion about the places he visited.
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Onen has collected enough information about the geography of
many Kurdish cities so far. He has drawn not only the names of the




Kurdish place but also all important cities, districts and maps of the
regions. These maps make Onen’s work even more valuable. This
work is the first book in the Kurdistan Geography series.

The province of Agiri is an extremely wide and rich place
in terms of geographical richness. Agiri Mountains, Tendurek,
Suphan, Aladag, Kosedag, Murat Stream and many other places.

The following information is available in this book study:

» Kurdish and Turkish names of villages, hamlets and districts
of Agiri province.

» The rivers, mountains, plains and plateaus of Agiri.

» Physical maps of Agri geography.

» Census of villages, hamlets and districts of Agiri province by
years.

» Photographs of many regions and geographic areas.
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FAIRS WE ATTENDED (2019)

Ismail Besikci Foundation, along with IBV Publications and
Kurdish History magazine, participate in important fairs every year
held in Turkey. Since 2013, it has been participating in fairs within
the bounds of possibility in various provinces, especially in Istan-
bul, Diyarbakir, izmir and Cukurova, to meet the readers of publi-
cations and magazines directly and to advertise. Fairs are essential
for having a direct connection with readers and for providing an
opportunity for the readers to establish a dialogue with Ismail Hod-
ja and our writers. Accordingly, a large number of signature days
organized at fairs besides the book sales.

» Cukurova Book Fair (5 - 13 January 2019)

» 24, Izmir Book Fair (6 - 14 April 2019)

» TUYAP Diyarbakir Book Fair (28 September - 6 October 2019)

» 38™ International Istanbul TUYAP Book Fair (2 - 5 November
2019)
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5. EDUCATIONAL GRANTS

ismet Serif Vanl1 Education Grant

Ismet Serif Vanl1 Association (AFKIV), headquartered in Laus-
anne, Switzerland, donated to our foundation to be distributed as a
scholarship. Within the scope of the scholarship program created
to support secondary and high school students in 2020, an evalua-
tion jury consisting of two AVKIF and one of the board of trustees of
IBV was formed. Evaluating all applications with great sensitivity,
the jury determined the students who are on the main and reserve
list, by contacting their references made up of teachers and parents
one by one.

The Ismet Serif Vanli Education Scholarship is planned as an ed-
ucational scholarship for secondary and high school students be-
tween the ages of 12-18 who have completed the first four years of
compulsory education. In this context, 6 scholarship students were
determined considering the balance between economic situation,
gender and geographical distribution. The scholarship, determined
as 340 TL per month for 12 months, will continue to be supplied
until the last year of high school, provided that the success of the
students in the field of education maintained.

Ismail Besikci Foundation Scholarship

Through our supporters who would like to contribute to the
scholarship programs, two more students, who were in the reserve
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list, after the applications for the ismet Serif Vanli Education Schol-
arship, were determined as scholarship students under the same
conditions as the Ismet Serif Vanli Education Scholarship. We tar-
get to increase the number of students later on with the contribu-
tions of our supporters.

Perihan - Tarik Ziya Ekinci PhD Scholarship
Ismail Besikci Foundation has decided to grant a scholarship to a

doctoral student in the Kurdish studies in the field of social scienc-
es and humanities with the “Perihan - Tarik Ziya Ekinci Doctorate

Scholarship”, which was announced in 2020. A jury, consisting of
seven academics from different disciplines such as political sci-
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ence, history, women’s studies, anthropology and linguistics, was

formed. In addition, a regulation was prepared by the foundation,
which the selection committee must comply with.

This scholarship aimed to contribute to Kurdish studies and sup-
port young researchers working in this field. The scholarship an-
nouncement is repeated every two years and aims to reach more
students. Within the scope of the scholarship, the winner will be
given 2.500 TL per month for 18 months covering the thesis writing
process.

You can visit our website for the requirements to apply:
» https://www.ismailbesikcivakfi.org/etkinlikler/bizden-haberl-
er/haberler/perihan-ekinci-tarik-ziya-ekinci-doktora-bursu
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b. REPORTS

Online Workshop Report 2020 in
Civil Society Dialogues

“Civil Society Dialogue Workshop”, a two-day workshop series,
was organized under the leadership of Ismail Besikci Foundation
on the 19th - 20th of September 2020. Civil Society Actors (CSAs),
who work in the fields of the Kurdish language, culture, history, art
and literature, and continue their activities in Istanbul, Diyarbakir
and abroad, were invited to this online workshop. The purpose of
this workshop is to strengthen the contact and dialogue between
CSAs working in the field of Kurdish studies and to enhance insti-
tutional learning opportunities, institutional partnerships and col-
laborations. Based on these aims, four goals were set for the work-
shop. These goals are as follows:

» To increase dialogue and solidarity among CSAs in Istanbul,
Diyarbakir and abroad strengthening corporate partnership and
cooperation.

» Developing one-to-one or multiple collaborations between in-
stitutions, ensuring the development of joint projects.

» Strengthening the institutional learning capacity, contributing
to the development of a constantly learning institutional structure
for CSA'S.

The “Civil Society Dialogue Online Workshop Report 2020” aims
to record the discussions, views and suggestions on dialogue and
cooperation between CSAs during the workshop series and to share
with the public the knowledge accumulated in this field, to contrib-
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ute to all these goals.

This report was published with the support of Friedrich Ebert
Stiftung Representation in Turkey, presents the notes of the work-
shops under the titles of Kurdish Areas Civil Society: Problems,
Solutions; Civil Society Dialogue: Strengths and Weaknesses; In-
creasing the Visibility of Civil Society Organizations; More Access
to International Funding Resources; Improving Civil Society Pub-
lishing; Thematic Recommendations for Civil Society and Project
Proposals for 2021.

You can view the notes of the workshop attended including a
brief introduction and activities of the institutions and the entire
report prepared in Turkish and Kurdish by Chalak Events, Dicle So-
cial Research Centre (DITAM), Diyarbakir Institute for Political and
Social Research (DISA), Ismail Besikci Foundation (IBV), Associa-
tion of Promotion of Ismet Serif Vanli Heritage, Education, Culture
and Human Rights Development, Turkey’s Culture Research Group
of Istanbul Bilgi University, Kargeh - Cultural and Artistic Solutions,
Mesopotamia Foundation, Sermola Performance, Tahir El¢ci Hu-
man Rights Foundation, Vate Working Group and Vate Publishing
House.

»https://www.ismailbesikcivakfi.org/uploads/files/Sivil_
Toplum_Raporu.pdf
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Report on Academic Rights Violations in the
Field of Kurdish Studies at Turkish Universi-
ties

Report on “Academic Rights Violations in the Field of Kurdish
Studies at Turkish Universities” prepared by Ismail Besikci Foun-
dation was published on December 30, 2020. In the report, pre-
pared with the support of the EU Program, the education expe-
rience in the Department of Kurdish Language and Literature at
Mardin Artuklu University and at the relevant departments of the
other universities, which had been presented as an important step
in the field of Kurdish Studies to the public, widely covered in me-
dia, have been addressed. In this context, the attitude of university
rectors to Kurdish studies was evaluated with the information ob-
tained through interviews and media scanning.

This study focused on the violations of rights against academics,
especially from 2016. Interviews were held with 20 academics with-
in the scope of the research. 10 of those academics worked in the
departments of Kurdish Language and Literature / Culture and Zaza
Language and Literature, while the remaining academics work in
departments such as Political Science, Sociology, History, Architec-
ture, Anthropology, International Relations and conduct their work
mainly in Turkish and in the English language.

Also, the questionnaire, which was conducted within the frame-

TURKIYENSEEE 1] ZANIN-Sm ACADEMICEE
UNIVERSITE-# GEHEN TIR-SEN RIGHTS VIO-EE
KOX T CYEYENS— | LATIONS—
CALISMALARII IXLALEN S IN THE

ALANINDARSS MAFﬁN AKA-S8 OF KURDISHEE
YASANANSSSm DEMIK YEN DI STUDIES AT NS
AKADEMIK B QADA XEBA-EM TURKISH UNI-B
HAK NS TEN KURDISSS VERSI- N

IHLALLERINSS DE s TIESHEEEE




work of the research and attended by 58 people working in the
academy, did not focus on a specific region or university, same as
in the interviews. The full report can be found here:

»https://ismailbesikcivakfi.org/uploads/files/IBV_Rapor_Turkce.
pdf
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7. CONFERENCES

The Association of Kurdish Women in its 100"
Anniversary

The conference titled “Association of Rising of Kurdish Women
in its 100th Anniversary” took place on 15th of March 2019 at Is-
tanbul Bilgi University Santrallstanbul Campus. The conference or-
ganized in partnership with Avesta Publishing, Ismail Besikci Foun-
dation and Istanbul Bilgi University was on the book titled “The
Association of Rising of Kurdish Women in its 100th Year” written
by author Rohat Alakom, completed with a high level of participa-
tion with the theoretical and historical discussions of the speakers.

Speakers:

Assoc. Dr Giilhan Balsoy (Istanbul Bilgi University, Department
of History, Lecturer)

Prof. Dr Biilent Bilmez (Faculty Member, Istanbul Bilgi Universi-
ty History Department)

Rohat Alakom (Researcher / Author)

Zehra Ayman (Bogazici University PhD Student)

Understanding Discrimination

On October 21, 2018, a long-term workshop was held with the
title “Understanding Discrimination”, the first of which took place
under the management of psychologist Selcuk Celik, and then
lasted 25 weeks. Among the applicants, 25 people selected based
on age, gender and occupation criteria participated in this study.



KURD KADINLARI
TEALI CEMIYETI

Rohat Alakom, Giilhan Balsoy
Zehra Ayman, Biilent Bilmez
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The workshop was held once a week on the foundation’s terrace on
Sundays. After the Workshop completed, a two-day conference was
organized by the attendees of the Workshop with the title of “Ap-
pearances of Discrimination”, The Conference took place on 25 - 26
May 2019, following the explanation of the theoretical framework
of discrimination, it hosted a comprehensive presentation on rac-
ism, Turkishness, ecology, language, gender, age, disability, belief
with professionals.

Thinking, Writing and Publishing in Kurdish

The Conference with the title of «Thinking, Writing and Publish-
ing in Kurdish» held on Saturday the February 8th, 2020 between
2.00 pm- 6.00 pm at Istanbul Bilgi University Santrallstanbul Cam-
pus with the cooperation of Ismail Besikci Foundation, Istanbul Bil-
gi University Research Group on Cultures in Turkey and Wesanén
Peywend (Peywend Publications).

The conference, organized as Kurmanji, Turkish and Zazaki,
hosted very valuable discussions in the field of language, use of lan-
guage and publishing, focusing mainly on Kurdish.
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PROGRAM / BERNAME

2.00 pm - 2.30 pm Opening / Destpék
Biilent Bilmez (Istanbul Bilgi University)
ibrahim Giirbiiz (ismail Besikci Foundation)

Davut Ozalp (Peywend Publishers)

2.30 pm - 4. 00 pm IL. Session / L. Riinistin

Teori bi Kurdi Xwes e / Theory Kurdish is beautiful

Moderator: Ferzan Sér

Remezan Alan (Writer- Literary Critic)

“Tehliya di Xwesiyé de” / “The Pain in Pleasant” (Kurmanji)
Ziilkiif Ergiin (Mardin Artuklu University)

“History and Method of Building Theoretical and Scientific Con-
cepts and Terms in Kurdish” / “Rabori Gt Rébaza Cékirina Tégeh 0
Termén Teorik (i Zanisti di Kurdiyé de” (in Turkish)

Fahriye Adsay (Researcher- Author)

“Wergera Degén Zanistén Civaki di Kurdi de” / “Translation of the

Texts on Social Science in Kurdish “(Kurmanji)

4.30 pm - 6.00 pm II. Session / II. Riinigtin

Hawara Wesangeriya Kurdi / Call by Kurdish Publishing
Moderator: Kiibra Sagir

Ronayi Onen (Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University PhD Student)
“Kovara Hawaré di Peywenda Netewesazi @i Capemeniyé de” /
“Hawar Magazine in the Context of Nation Building and Press Re-
lease” (Kurmanji)

Mutlu Can (Author)

“Wesangeriya Kirmancki/Zazaki ya Tirkiya” / “Kirmanyji, / Zazaki
Publishing in Turkey” (Kirmancki/Zazaki)

Omer Faruk Yekdes (Bogazici University Phd Student)

“Editorial Issues in Kurdish Theoretical Text Printing" / "Mese-
leyén Editorial di We-sandina Deqén Teorik" (in Turkish)

Omer Faruk Yekdes (Bogazici University Phd Student)

“Editorial Issues in Kurdish Theoretical Text Printing" / "Meseleyén

Editorial di Wesandina Deqén Teorik" (in Turkish)
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B. ISMAIL BESIKCI FOUNDATION

SEMINAR SERIES

“Ismail Besikci Foundation Seminar Series” is a regular seminar
series that has been taking place at our headquarters in Beyoglu
since the beginning of the foundation and is planned periodically
every month.

Comprehensive topics were discussed in the seminars attended
by academics from disciplines such as history, politics, sociology
and law, and both historical events and the current political and
social debates were brought to the agenda. 12 academics who are
experts in their fields made presentations on various topics such
as human rights, constitution, democracy and especially Kurdish
politics within the scope of the Ismail Besikci Foundation Seminar
Series. The seminar series made a significant contribution to in-
creasing the number of visitors to the foundation, attracted great
attention from the audience.
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ismail Besikci Foundation Seminar Series

» Ismail Besikci Foundation Seminar Series

“The Right to Peace as a Human Right” (12 January 2019)

Speaker: Dr. Kivilcim Turanli / Moderator: Evra Cetin

» “Why Establishment Period Constitutionalism Matters?”

(9 February 2019)

Speaker: Assoc. Dr. Murat Seving / Moderator: Dr. Berke Ozenc

» State of Emergency which will be at the Calendar of ECHR Af-
ter 20 Years: Turkey 2016-2018” (19 March 2019)

Speaker: Assoc. Dr. Kerem Altiparmak / Moderator: Att. Firat Ay-
dinkaya

Speaker: Assoc. Dr. Kerem Altiparmak / Moderator: Att. Firat Ay-
dinkaya

» “Kurdish Politics and the March 31 Elections” (27 April 2019)

Speaker: Dr. Cuma Cicek / Moderator: Miikrime Avci

» ““Catalonia Self-Determination and Democracy” (25 May 2019)

Speaker: Dr. Elcin Aktoprak / Moderator: Giillistan Yarkin

» “Conceptualising Cultural Diversity: The Role Of The Domi-
nant Culture”

(29 June 2019)

Speaker: Dr. Prakash Shah / Moderator: Dr. Derya Bayir
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9. ART STUDIES IN THE FIELD OF KURD-

ISH AND COLONIAL PERSPECTIVE IBV-[——

KARGEH SEMINARS

The 2020 - 2021 Autumn / Winter Art Seminar Series held its
first event in cooperation with the Ismail Besikci Foundation and
KARGEH on October 9, 2020, under the name of “Art Studies in the
Field of Kurdish and Decolonial Perspective”. When asked “why is
there a need for a seminar series on this topic?” the organizers have
responded that “to attempt the series of seminars that are aimed
to be presented under this title is a challenge to a political-cultur-
al question in the context of decolonial perspective in an environ-
ment where artworks of a stateless society are ignored”. They aim
to bring together art approaches from different fields with pres-
entations of artists, academics and actors participating in the sem-
inars, including their work, experiences and theoretical readings.

Through this series of seminars, it is also aimed to present a
strong analysis with the interpretation of works and films by ben-
efiting from the works of many artists who produce in the field of
Kurdish art studies. You can watch and follow the 2020 - 2021 Au-
tumn Winter Art Seminars Series from the social media accounts of
the Ismail Besikci Foundation and Kurdish History magazine.

2020 - 2021 Autumn Winter Art Seminar Series
Program

» “Art Studies and Decolonial Aesthetics in the Kurdish Field”
(9 October 2020)
Speaker: Engin Sustam / Moderator: Bilal Ata Aktas
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KURT ALANINDA SANAT CALISMALARI

VE DEKOLONYAL PERSPEKTIF
SANAT VE KAVRAMSAL ETKILESIMLER 1
t Kirt Alaserda Sanat Calrpmalans ve Dekolonyal Estotik

o mrrision |BY

KURT ALARINDA SANAT CALISMALARI
VE DEXOLONYAL PERSPEXTIF
SANAT VE KAVRAMSAL ETKILESIMLER 1

2: GanUmuzde Kurt Sanatgilar: Issahk ve Alan

Tari: 23 Exim 2020, Coma H P

Saat: 800 ----n-.|E9\,.::::: K
KURT ALANINDA SANAT CALISMALARI
VE oexownm PERSPEK‘I’IF

SANAT VE KAVRAMSAL ETKRESIMLER
l.----.nuuuhu

Tari: Carma ?"‘

DI OADA KURDI DE XEBATEN HUNERI

U PERSPEKTIFA DEKOLONYAL
HUNER O HEVKARIGERIVA TEGENE 2

$anoya Kurdi

:::3&=..“" -—u--khﬁaiiES\,’EEEEE= III!
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» “Kurdish Artists Today: Desolation and Open Space” (23 Octo-
ber 2020)

Speakers: Mahmut Celayir and Deniz Aktas / Moderator: Sener
Ozmen

» “Challenges and Perspectives Faced by Kurdish Artists in the
Field of Kurdish Art Today” (13 November 2020)

Speakers: Helin and Mehmet Ali Boran / Moderator: Selman
Akil

» “Sanoya Kurdi” / “Kurdish Theater” (20 November 2020)

Speakers: Berfin Zenderlioglu and Aram Tastekin /

Moderator: Nesibe Giineyli
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18. HISTORY TALKS

Organized in collaboration with Kiiltiirhane and Ismail Besikci
Foundation in Mersin, “History Talks” was planned as a program
series covering the 40-year historical period between 1878-1918
by Celal Temel, Member of the Board of Trustees of Ismail Besikci
Foundation and Hiidai Morstimbiil.

The first part of the “History Talks” program, which started on
March 6, 2020, was “Armenian - Kurdish and Ottoman Relations
in the Light of the Berlin Treaty of 1878”. The program, which was
started to be organized in Mersin Kiiltiirhane, started to be broad-
cast online after a short time due to the pandemic. On April 28,
2020, the first live broadcast titled “Ubeydullah Nehri, First Nation-
al Kurdish Resistance” took place.

The program series, whose last live broadcast was “The Kurdish
Relocation of 1916” on 17th of November 2020, was performed in an
approximately one-hour talk format, with a certain historical flow
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throughout the program. The entire program can be watched on
the Mersin Kiiltiirhane YouTube channel.

HISTORY TALKS PROGRAM

» Armenian - Kurdish and Ottoman Relations in the Light of the
1878 Treaty of Berlin (6 March 2020)

» Ubeydullah Nehri, First National Kurdish Resistance (28 April
2020)

» Modern Armenian Organizations (5th of May 2020)

» Hamidiye Regiments and Tribal School (12 May 2020)

» Committee of Union and Progress (19 May 2020)

» III. Constitutional Monarchy: “Freedom”, “Justice”, “Musav-
vat”, “Uhuvvet” (8 September 2020)

» The 1914 Bitlis Kurdish Uprising (22 September 2020)

» Ittihat - Terakki and the Kurds in the First World War (6 Octo-
ber 2020)

» The Sarikamis Defeat (20 October 2020)

» The Armenian Deportation of 1915 (3 November 2020)

» The Kurdish Deportation of 1916 (17 November 2020)

- 31.12.28280
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11. ISMAIL BESIKCi FOUNDATIDON &

PUBLICATIONS PANEL SERIES

Alim @ Medreseyén
Kurdi (Kurdish Madra-
sas and Scholars)

KONFERANS

Alim U [feareseyt urdi

Many writers, art-
ists, students and press

.q'/.‘i-v”‘l }'“ ,‘

Kadri Yildir:

members showed inter-
est in the conference
held in the Ismail Besik-

m

- 31.12.20820

@1.01.2@189

NN 2019 Sems /7 Cumat
) 19, 3

CihfYar; [V

Xulogle M

fetikial C4. Ayhan Igik sok. 31/
Soyajlu

ci Foundation’s Terrace
Hall in cooperation with
Ismail Besikci Founda-
tion and Avesta Pub-

lishing. Prof. Dr Avesta

=
Al
aﬁ! m Publications Editor Ab-
dullah Keskin moderat-

ed the conference where Kadri Yildirim gave a presentation.

In his presentation, Kadri Yildirim stated that Kurdish madras-
ahs play a very important role in Kurdish culture and historiogra-
phy and that they are the material and spiritual homes of the Kurds.
Yildirim stated that in Kurdish madrasas, not only scientific scienc-
es but also scientific education are provided.

In his presentation, Kadri Yildirim said that Kurdish madrasahs
play a very important role in Kurdish culture and historiography
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and that they are the material and spiritual homes of the Kurds.
Yildirim stated that not only scientific sciences but also scientific
education is given in Kurdish madrasas.
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Yildirim also stated that Ali Teremaxi, who prepared a Kurdish
grammar book in Kurdish madrasas, Melé Xelilé Sérti, the author
of Nechu'l Enam, poets such as Mele Enmedé Nalbend, who wrote
poems in a very different style and many other writers and person-
alities grew out of Kurdish madrasas.

Yildirim also stated that Ali Teremaxi, who prepared a Kurdish
grammar book in Kurdish madrasas, Melé Xelilé Sérti, the author
of Nechu'l Enam, poets such as Mele Enmedé Nalbend, who wrote
poems in a very different style and many other writers and person-
alities grew out of Kurdish madrasas.

Griiba Xebate ya Vateyi it Destpékerdis Ra Heta Ewro Derheqé
Edebiyaté Kirmancki (On
Vate Study Group and
Zazaki Literature from
Past to Present)

In collaboration with
Ismail Besikci Foundation
and Vate Publishing, a Zaza-
ki panel was held with writ-
er and linguist Mehemed
Malmisanij and author
Deniz Gunduz, moderated
by Sadé Agon. At the panel,
Malmisanij made a pres-
entation about “Griiba Xe-
bate ya Vateyi” (Vate Work-
SERTEM ing Group). Deniz Gunduz
spoke on Zaza Literature
from past to present.

Birqén Direxsan
(Illuminations)
The translation book of



- 31.12.20280

@1.01.2@189

—
o
(=]
o
[T
oz
—
<C
=]
=
=
<<
=
(=]
—
<C
=]
=
=
(=]
S
[
x
ur
[T
m
—_
<C
=
un

Ergin Sertem, who translat-
ed Arthur Rimbaud’s book
“IMuminations” into Kurd-

l\

DI KOVARA

; T ish with the name “Birgén
Direxsan”, was published
by Avesta Publishing. The
book’s conversation and the
signature day was held on
April 7, 2019, at the Ismail
Besikci Foundation.

Ronayi Onen, Di Kovara
Hawaré de Ziman tinetewesazi (Language and Nation Building in
Hawar Magazine)

With the participation of writer and academic Ronayi Onen, a
talk titled “Language and Nation Building in Hawar Magazine” was

held under the moderation of Serdar Sengiil. After the interview,

Ahme! Yukselen

ISMAIL Ditek Yav

BESIKCI el M bt 0 Aghan ik Sk No21/Y Bayogha SSTANDUL
VAK F1 a123681 & | vwwsestestovat sy

Onen signed her book Di Kovara Hawaré de Ziman (i netewesazi
(Language and Nation Building in Hawar Magazine) published by
Peywend Publications for the readers.

An Endless Conquest: The Conversion Process of Upper Mes-
opotamia

Researcher and writer Ahmet Yiikselen’s panel on “AN END-
LESS CONQUEST: The Process of Conquest of Upper Mesopotamia



(Cezire)”, which is also the title of the book published by Aryen
Publishing, and the early period of Upper Mesopotamia, according
to Arabic sources, the political-religious history and the conquest
of Upper Mesopotamia by the Muslim warriors during the Caliph
Omar period were discussed. The panel, moderated by Dilek Yavas,
took place on the 6th of July 2019, at the ismail Besikci Foundation
Terrace Hall.

Shahin Bekir Sorekli: Gotiibé&j - Hevditin - imze

An event of conversation and signature day was organized
with the Kurdish writer and poet Shahin Bekir
Sorekli on September 7,

SHAHFN BEK'R 2019, with the partner-
SOREKLI

ship of Ismail Besikci
Foundation and Chalak
Events. In the event, mod-
SIS o i) erated by writer Salih
Kevirbirl, Shahin Bekir

Sorekli writer and poet,

- 31.12.28280

»
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Weqta lsmait Begikciys read his poems by talking

81.81.2@19

about his life experiences
A Vs to the audience. The event
was held in Kurdish and at

the end of the conversation,

Amedspor: Chaos and Resist-

ance
The event of Author Talk and
Book Signing of Ali Fikri Isik’s last
book titled “Amedspor: Chaos and
Resistance” published in Avesta
Publications was held on the 21st of
September 2019. Moderated by Ha-

iSMAIL BESIKCi FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPORT
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mid Omeri, the event took place in
fsmail Besikci Foundation Terrace
Hall.

Bitlis and Its People with Narra-
tives of Travellers

In the panel titled “Bitlis and Its
People with Narratives of Travellers”,
Baran Zeydanlioglu’s articles on the
history of Bitlis and its sovereigns
were discussed. In the event held at
Ismail Besikci Foundation Terrace
Hall on Saturday 2nd of November
2019, many events emerging from the book “ Bitlis and Its People
with Narratives of Travelers” were discussed by mentioning the de-
mography, beliefs, architecture and sociology of Bitlis and its en-
vironment, along with the questions of “What have some Eastern
and Western travelers, who passed through Bitlis and its vicinity,
written about the region in the last millennium and what kind of
notes did they take?”, “What did they observe and tell?”.

City Regains its Lost Memory: The History of Hasankeyf Writ-
ten 600 Years Ago

On the 9th of November 2019, a
panel titled “A City Becomes a Lost
Memory: History of Hasankeyf Writ-
ten 600 Years Ago” was held at Ismail
Besikci Foundation Terrace Hall,
moderated by Siileyman Celik and
attended by researcher/writer Yusuf
Baluken.

An independent academic Yusuf
Baluken, who has completed his
doctorate in the field of Hasankeyf
Eyyubis, covers the history of the city



- 31.12.28280

81.81.2@19

—
(=4
(=]
o
w
o=
-
<C
=2
=
=
<<
=
(=]
—
<<
(=]
=
=
(=]
(T
()
<
ur
w
(==}
-
<C
=
un

of Hasankeyf, which will disappear shortly in the waters of the Ilisu
Dam Lake, by critising the work in Arabic called Niizhetu'n-Nazir
and Rahetu’l-Hatir, the only copy of which is in the Royal Library
of Vienna. This study, published by Nubihar Publications, to which
Baluken made additions to many documents concerning the histo-
ry of Hasankeyf, is expected to serve as an encyclopedic source on
the history of the city.

A Kurdish Revolutionary: Niyazi Usta
Author Rusen Arslan described

iMZA GUND

Tailor Niyazi Usta, the third gen-
eration of tailors with four genera-
tions of masters, journeymen and
apprentices, in his book “A Kurdish
Revolutionist: Niyazi Usta”. The con-
versation and signature day focused
on Niyazi Usta, whose anecdotes he
likes to include in his speeches and
- writings, by Kurdish politicians and
o writers, took place on December 7,

2019, at the Ismail Besikci Founda-

tion Terrace Hall, moderated by Sirr1 Ozbek.

Ghost on the Ship: The Establishment of Kurdishness and
Turkishness in Turkish Cinema
- Sebahattin Sen, the author of the book
“Ghost on the Ship: The Establishment of
Kurdishness and Turkishness in Turkish
Cinema” published by Metis Publishing
in 2019, was the guest of Ismail Besik-
ci Foundation on January 4, 2020, in the
event of an Author Talk and Book Sign-
ing. In the conversation moderated by
Giillistan Yarkin, Sen had the opportunity

-------

to share with the participants the prepa-
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ration process of his book, which brought both the partial changes
and fixed cliches to the attention of the reader as the Kurdish imag-
es in Turkish cinema progressed through the history of the Kurdish
images in Turkish cinema, benefiting from the background of the
Orientalism and Colonialism literature.



12. READING GROUPS 2819

Comparative Kurdish Literature -
Ismail Besikci Foundation Reading Group 2019

The reading group, in which the modern Kurdish literature is
planned to be the center, aimed to examine Kurdish works interac-
tively with a broad perspective moderated by Suat Baran. The main

- 31.12.28280

purpose of the reading group is to make a comparative reading of
Kurdish works, their interactions with other languages’ literature,

their similarities and differences, through a wide range of reading

81.81.2@19

lists from novel to story,
from story to poem, poetry
sy ARk [ to theoretical articles. The

S
v dizamvr ga

works have been chosen by

o
-\N‘T‘E\\\ Ry th RAWIRD
KON XWENDENE YA WEQTA

I\\l\ll ufsn\(‘l
;—- national allegory, silence,

considering the themes and
theoretical concepts such as

DROKA
SALT: 1500 GFWL: 6 MIM JIMAN; KUSMANC!

LINANE IR ENOINE: xusaane] - el ism) diaspora} feminism’
Civ: WEQFA [SaaiL s£ gl

STPEXL: 14t RoNE 2019 religion/belief, existential-

postcolonialism, home-
coming narratives, self-ori-
entalism, magical realism,
psychoanalysis. The reading

program was planned for six
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months, with an interval of

two or three weeks depend-
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ing on the intensity and content of the works. The reading group,
which started at the Ismail Besikci Foundation on September 14,
2019, have continued until the spring term of 2020. The quota of the
reading group was limited to 15 people to provide active participa-
tion and an appropriate discussion environment. The language of
the reading group was Kurmanji, the reading language determined

as Kurmanji and Turkish.

Comparative Kurdish Literature -
Ismail Besikci Foundation Reading Group 2020

The reading group, which
is planned to be in the

(Bizane, owendix ji bs we de
center of modern Kurd- xaxe, ovendin ji bs we devmax ,

Pa bu bizaxix gaxilx & fermar

ish Literature, aimed to
examine Kurdish works Wé]eya Berawirdi

Koma Xwendiné ya
Wegfa Ismail Besikci

interactively with a broad
perspective under the
moderation of Suat Baran
as in 2019.

Works; National alle-
gory, silence, religion/

belief, existentialism, di-
aspora, feminism, postco- o coeasTest
lonialism, narratives on

returning home, self-ori-

entalism, magical real-

ism, and psychoanalysis. N

The reading program was

been scheduled for eleven weeks, every Saturday from 7 March to
16 May 2020. The quota of the reading group is limited to 15 people
to provide active participation and an appropriate discussion en-
vironment. While the language of the reading group was Kurman-
ji, the reading language was determined as Kurmanji and Turkish.

However, the program was cancelled due to the pandemic.



13. COLLABORATIONS & NETWORKS

Language Rights Monitoring, Documentation
and Reporting Network (DHIBRA)

As Ismail Besikci Foundation, we have been among the compo-
nents of the Language Rights Monitoring Documentation and Re-
porting Network (DHIBRA), which came together in the last months
of 2019. The first joint event we organized with DHIBRA was the
occasion of celebration for the International Mother Language Day

- 31.12.28280

on the 21st of February.
It aimed to raise awareness about the status of the language
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in Turkey by creating a text
DILSEL COGULLUK VE DIL HAKLARI which brought together more
than 40 civil society compo-
nents. In this context, there
has been opening text in the
Ubikhs language that no one
speaks in Turkey. After the
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- oy joint declaration, translated
Ef‘fi‘:“_ — into 22 languages, was read
:'_'::-:" - in Turkish, Abaza (Abkhaz-
ey = ian - Apsua Dialect), Adyghe
St e—— e (West), Adyghe (East), Arabic,
s o Albanian, Western Armeni-
S T W= @ 4n, Georgian, Hamshen, Kur-

manji, Laz, Greek, and Zaza




were voiced with one sentence.

Another noteworthy event that took place in cooperation with
DHIBRA was the “Linguistic Plurality and Language Rights” work-
shop held on 18 - 19 and 25 - 26 July 2020.

The workshop brought together academics and expert research-
ers on linguistic plurality and in which very fruitful discussions
held can be followed at the YouTube channel of “Cultures in Tur-

»

key”.
Beyoglu City Council

“Beyoglu Local Civil Collobration Centre” is an initiative started
in July 2004 to ensure that non-governmental organizations work
actively in Beyoglu together with the local government. The start-
ing point of the initiative is to ensure that NGOs act together by get-
ting to know each other and local government and NGOs perform

- 31.12.28280

their activities by supporting each other. Ismail Besikci Foundation
has been a component of the Beyoglu City Council since 2019.

@81.81.2@19
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14. ISMAIL BESIKCI FOUNDATION

DIYARBAKIR REPRESENTATION

The Ismail Besikci Foundation Diyarbakir Representation was
opened in Diyarbakir in 2014. The representative office established
in Diyarbakir to operate in line with our mission continues its ac-
tivities in a property that’s ownership belongs to our Foundation.

Diyarbakir Canip Yildirim Library, consisting of the books of
Canip Yildirim, is placed in the representation. Our Diyarbakir
Representation continued its activities in 2019 with various con-
ferences and panels. Due to the pandemic in 2020, activities of the
Representation and the Istanbul headquarter were jointly held on-
line.

In 2020, large storage was rented for our publications. The Di-
yarbakir Representation Office plays a very important role in the
distribution of the network whereas, the publication of 1BV Publi-
cations is carried out in Istanbul.

Conferences

Di Salvegera 73an de Komara Kurdistan Li Mahabadé (20 Jan-
uary 2019)

(The Republic of Mahabad Kurdistan on its 73rd Anniversary)

Speakers:

M. Emin Aslan

Fuad Onen

Mesud Tek

Hanifi Turan

Moderator: Seid Veroj
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Di Salvegera 121. a Rojnameya Kurdistané de Rewsa Medya i
Capemeniya Kurd (27 April 2019)
(The Status of the Kurdish Press on the 121st Anniversary of

the Kurdistan Newspaper)
Besdarvan:
Dr. Megded Sapan (Zankoya Selahedin)
Dr. Fuad Eli (Zankoya Silémani)
Dr. Ekrem Onen
Ednan Yusif (Zankoya Duhoké)
Ubeyd Suphi
Rewan Nihéli
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Moderator: Seid Veroj

Di 30emin Salvegere Sehidkirina Dr. Qasimlo da, Kesayetiya
wi Tevgera Azadixwa- za Kurdistana Rojhelat (09 June 2019)

(On the 30th Anniversary of Dr Kasimlo’s Martyrdom, his Per-
sonality and the Freedom Movement in Western Kurdistan)

Speakers:

Ismail Besikci

M. Saleh Qadiri

Mesud Tek

ibrahim Guclu

Moderator: Seid Veroj

Panels:
Neteweperweri ¢i ye ii ne ¢i ye? (13 January 2019)

(What is Nationalism and what is not?)
Speaker: Mustafa Zengin

- 31.12.28280

Pre and Post 1925 Movement (10 February 2019)
Speaker: Rusen Arslan

81.81.2@19

Vatis it Esnawitis — Kitaba Vir it Waré Ma Sero (03 March 2019)

Word and Hearing - On the book of OQur Memory and Qur
Homeland

Speaker: Seid Veroj

Aktorén Modernbiina Fikri @t Edebi ya Kurdan (24 March
2019)

(Actors of the Intellectual and Literary Modernization of the
Kurds)

Speaker: Remezan Alan

islam G Siyasetname (07 April 2019)
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(Islam and Politics)
Speaker: Abdurahman Can
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Child Psychology and Mother Tongue (18 May 2019)

Speaker: Eser Karayel

Rojnameya Serbesti it Mewlanzade Rifat (29 September 2019)
(Serbesti Magazine ve Mevlanzade Rifat)

Speaker: Seid Veroj

The Kurdish Deportation of 1916 During the First World War
(03 October 2019)
Speaker: Celal Temel

Media Neteweyi @i Gotara Medya Kurd (26 October 2019)
(The Discourse of the National Media and the Kurdish Media)
Speaker: M. Salih Bedirxan

Tarix @i Nasnameyé Zazayan Sero Muneqeseyi i Bingeyé inan
(2 November 2019) (Discussions Regarding the History and
Identity of Zazas and the Basics of These Discussions)

Speaker: Dr. Yusuf Baluken

Pisti 100 Salan Nirxandinek Li Ser Kovara Jiné (09 November
2019)

(A Look at Jin Magazine 100 Years Later)

Speaker: Seid Veroj Ji Perspektifa Bizavén Edebi yén Irani ve
Xwendinek li Ser

Edebiyata Kurdi ya Klasik (Heté Perspektifa Bizavané Edebi
yé irani ra Wendinéke Edebiyaté Kurdi yé Klasiki Sero) (07 De-
cember 2019)

(A Reading on Classical Kurdish Literature in Perspective of
Iranian Literary Movements)

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Abdurrahman Adak

Ezmiina Neteweperweriya Kurd Ligel Feminizmé (22 Decem-
ber 2019)
(The Test of Kurdish Nationalism with Feminism)
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Speaker: Mustafa Zengin
Talks:

Is There a Kurdish Contemporary Art? (05 January 2019)
Speaker: Sener Ozmen

I am Ashamed of Being a Jurist (9 February 2019)
Speakers: Serafettin Kaya & Rusen Arslan
(Documentary film Presentation)

The 1925 Movement and the Shooter Novel (17 February 2019)
Speaker: Metin Aktas

Seyh Said Katibi Fehmiyé Bilal (5 Mayis 2019)
Speaker: Amed Tigris

Book Signings:

Ismail Besikci (4-5-6 October 2019)
Rusen Arslan (2 October 2019)

Celal Temel (5-6 October 2019)

Nezir Cibo (29 September 2019)

Seid Veroj (02 October 2019)
Gencettin Oner (28 September 2019)
Bahoz Savata (05 October 2019)
Miisliim Uziilmez (28 September 2019)
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15. HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
AND EMPLOYEE POLICIES (2828)

Principles Regarding Human Resources Management Employee
Employee Policies of Ismail Besikci Foundation is based on the fun-
damental principles of respect for human rights, protection of the
rights of employees and prevention of any loss of the rights. While
creating an employee policies document, the foundation also takes
the opinions and suggestions of its employees based on democratic
and participatory principles. The employee policies document pre-
pared in this direction, with the participation of the employees and
are against all kinds of discrimination paying regard to gender, in
line with the corporate needs and adopts a human resources policy.

Ismail Besikci Foundation has the responsibility of being an ex-
emplary practitioner to spread this understanding.

1. General Principles

1.1. It adopts a Policies on Rights of the Employee Rights that
respects International Labor Standards.

1.2. It is against all kinds of discrimination. It prohibits discrimi-
natory language and approaches in recruitment and job interviews.
It takes necessary measures against all kinds of discrimination. It
provides that its employees act in line with this basic principle.

1.3. The measures are taken to protect employees against in-
house physical, mental and emotional abuse. It takes preventive
measures for all kinds of mobbing and gives the necessary infor-
mation against mobbing in recruiting its employees. The manage-
ment body takes side by the employees against the possibility of
mobbing.
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1.4. Ismail Besikci Foundation stands for the personal and pro-
fessional development of employees as a basic principle. Regular
meetings are held with the employees every week. Reports are reg-
ularly submitted to the Board of Directors. Employees> requests,
complaints and suggestions are received.

1.5. As the Ismail Besikci Foundation follows transparent and
participatory policies in defining the positions for the employees
and creating salary policies and the foundation management and
employees are also aware of the work and salary information of
each employee.

2. Recruitment and Dismissal

2.1. All employees are treated fairly in terms of their rights and
are provided to participate in training and development programs
to increase their knowledge, skills and competencies.

2.2. The foundation provides people with equal opportunities
under equal conditions. In case of conflict of interest, it follows the
policies that do not allow this and takes preventive measures to pre-
vent any likely conflict of interest. In cases of conflict of interest, it
excludes the relevant persons from the process.

2.3. All recruitments are completed according to the needs de-
termined after a correct and effective planning process.

2.4. Depending on the nature of the vacancy available, Ismail
Besikci Foundation management advertise the vacancy.

2.5. All recruitments are processed according to the needs de-
termined as a result of a correct and effective planning process.

2.6. If the employees leave the job of their own free will, the gen-
eral coordinator conducts the dismissal interview and reports to
the management body.

2.7. Dismissal of an employee is always the last option for the
Ismail Besikci Foundation. In this context, dismissals for economic
reasons are conducted by the board determined by the Chairman
of the Board, the treasurer and the general coordinator and a rep-
resentative determined among the employees based on the princi-
ples.
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2.8. All employees must have a valid contract.

2.9. Detailed job descriptions must be prepared for all positions.
Job descriptions should cover the content of the work, the degree
of responsibility, and the responsibility of making decisions for the
employees to perform their jobs effectively.

2.10. A plan for starting work should be considered for the em-
ployees who will move to a new position, promoted or return to a
job after a long leave (such as maternity leave or research-travel
leave).

2.11. The recruitment criteria are determined in writing and
must be followed. All recruitment processes must be defined by
procedures.

2.12. In the case of a promotion, decisions are made according
to the characteristics and performance of the employee.

3. Wage Policies

3.1. Ismail Besikci Foundation rearranges the salaries of the em-
ployees monthly when it deems it necessary, as per the economic
conditions, in a way that does not violate the acquis rights.

3.2. Increases are reflected in the salaries inappropriate periods
with the decision of the board of directors as much as the budget
allows. «Annual net increase» is calculated by adding the starting
salary before completing 1 year to a «monthly normal increase»
which is the increased salary after completing 1 year.

3.3. The principle of equal pay for equal work is put into practice
as much as possible.

3.4. Ismail Besikci Foundation fully pays SSK (social security)
premiums and taxes of all its employees. Full-time employees are
paid within the first five working days of the month.

3.5. In the Ismail Besikci Foundation, salaries can never be re-
duced to a level that cannot meet the minimum living standards.
In case of possible difficulties arising from the financial condition
of the institution and therefore extraordinary restrictions imposed
on the increases in salaries, the equality among the employees and
the subsistence status of the lowest wage earners are carefully pro-
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tected.

3.6. Increases are presented to the Board of Directors with the
recommendation of the Resource Development and General Coor-
dinator and with the acceptance of the employee. It is approved by
the Board of Directors.

3.7. Employees annual leave periods and maternity leaves are
respected. General procedures are applied on public holidays.

3.8. The employees are given a 2-month trial period starting
from their first employment date.



OUR BANK ACCOUNT NUMBERS:

ZiRAAT BANKASI TL HESABI:
TR58 0001 0004 5658 8098 7650 01

ZIRAAT BANKASI EURO HESABI:
TR73 0001 0004 5658 8098 7650 22
Swift Kodu: TCZBTR2A

ZIRAAT BANKASI USD HESABI:
TR31 0001 0004 5658 8098 7650 02
Swift Kodu: TCZBTR2A

ZIRAAT BANKASI STERLIN HESABI:
456 - 58809876 — 5008
TR63 0001 0004 5658 8098 7650 08

ZIRAAT BANKASI SEK HESABI:
456 - 58809876 - 5013




